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CHAPTER XIIII.

OF THE CONDITION OF THE SEMINARY AT THE COM-
ING OF THE HURONS, THEIR COUNTRYMEN.

F the Mission and Seminary of the Hurons had
I not been established on that rock of which it is
said, Petra autemn erat Christus, it would have
come to an end this year, the edifice would have been
overthrown. Troubles, wars, sicknesses, slanders,—
in a word, all the machinations that can issue from
the Arsenal of the Demons, have been directed
against this Holy enterprise, so that we could say,
morimur ¢t ecce vivimus. We see it entirely over-
thrown and [211 i.e., 207] entirely established almost
at the same time. All the misfortunes, all the pests,
wars, and famines which in the early ages of the in-
fant Church afflicted the world, were formerly attrib-
uted to the faith of Jesus Christ, and to those who
embraced or preached it. What occurred in this re-
gard in the primitive Church can be seen every day
in new France, especially in the Huron country.
There is no black malice of which we are not accused.
Here are the causes of it.

As the contagion caused a great many Hurons to
die, these people, not recognizing therein the justice
of God, who takes vengeance for their crimes, imag-
ined that the French were the cause of their death.
A certain Algonquin, a very wicked man, reported
to them last year that the late Monsieur de Cham-
plain, of blessed memory, had said to a Montagnez



